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Friday 22nd January 2021
Coronavirus Testing for School Staff

Dear Parents/Carers,
As you may have seen in the press, from Monday 25th January 2021, all staff working in school
will be offered twice-weekly lateral flow tests. I wanted to update you on what that means for
you and your child.
If your child is staying at home and participating in remote learning:
If you have kept your child at home, there should be no disruption to your child’s learning. This
is because the members of staff teaching them are also staying at home and therefore do not
need to be tested for coronavirus.
If your child is in school:
If your child is in school, you will need to be prepared to keep them at home at very short notice.
Should a member of staff who supervises your child’s bubble test positive for coronavirus, we
will immediately close the bubble and notify you of the closure. This will be in the morning prior
to the bubble opening so please keep your phone close-by. The bubble will remain closed for a
minimum of 3 days. During this time, your child will need to remain at home, self-isolate and
access learning from home. On the third day, we will let you know whether the bubble will reopen on day 4 or whether it will need to remain closed for a further 7 days. Should the bubble
remain closed for a further 7 days, your child should continue to self-isolate for this time. This is
because the Lateral Flow Tests given to schools for staff are not as accurate as the PCR test
so anybody who tests positive using the Lateral Flow test must go for a PCR test to verify the
results.
I would like to assure you that I share your frustration, and whilst I appreciate that this has the
potential to be disruptive to those children in school, it is important that we play our part to
identify asymptomatic cases and reduce transmission.
Please do not hesitate to contact school if you have any concerns.
Yours sincerely

Mrs S Irvine
Headteacher
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