History
How this subject is taught
Through the teaching of History at St Bartholomew’s we aim to develop a range of different
skills which can support learning in other subjects. In Key Stages One and Two History is
taught as a discrete subject within the wider context of topics. We aim for the children to
know and understand significant aspects of history of the wider world including ancient
civilisations, non-European societies and the achievement and follies of mankind. For
example, Year 6 study the First and Second World Wars and the human impact it had on
society as a whole, and their families in particular. The religious aspect of these studies is not
overlooked. As a Christian school we believe that the study of the history of different
civilisations can lead us towards a deeper understanding of what it means to be human, and
how religion and religious beliefs have affected, and continue to affect, our lives today.
These skills and knowledge are developed through quality first teaching.
Foundation Stage
In Early Years the children are introduced to the concept of passing time. They talk about
the past and present in their own lives and lives of family members. They listen to stories
and ask ‘how’ and ‘why’. Through topic and PSHE lessons they learn about the lives and
lifestyles of people in the past and they are encouraged to talk about their own past.
Key Stage 1
In Key Stage 1, history is about developing an awareness of the passing of time. It is about
famous people and events, using historical terms, asking and answering questions and
looking at the ways we find out about the past.
-

Children learn about changes in living memory.
They learn about significant events nationally and globally.
They learn about the lives of significant individuals, eg Christopher Columbus or
Rosa Parkes.
They learn about significant historical events, such as The Great Fire of London, and
people and places in their own locality. They learn about events which are
commemorated by special days or festivities, eg Bonfire Night.

Key Stage 2
In Key Stage 2, children continue to develop a chronological knowledge and understanding
of British, local and world history. They note connections and trends and use historical
terms. They devise historically valid questions and construct informed responses. They
understand how our knowledge of the past is controlled from a range of sources.
Key Stage 2 pupils are taught about:
-

Changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age.
The Roman Empire and its impact on Britain.
Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxon and Scots
A local historical study.
The great plague
A study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological
knowledge beyond 1066.
The Achievement of the earliest civilisations.
Ancient Greece or the Chang Dynasty

-

A non-European society that provides contrasts with British history.

How this subject is assessed
Teachers continually assess their pupils’ needs using various methods and alter their
teaching accordingly. Children are engaged in their own assessment through the use of
success criteria and peer marking and feedback. Teachers use Target Tracker to track the
attainment and progress of pupils, and to inform their planning. Progress and attainment is
reported to parents at parents’ evenings, which occur twice a year, and also in the end of
year annual report. Parents may also request a meeting with a class teacher if they wish to
know more about their child’s progress in History.
Recent developments
We have recently secured the loan of various boxes of artefacts from the Lancashire
Museum Loan Service which support and enhance the teaching of History throughout the
school. The PTA have purchased sets of guided reading books for classes, some of which will
support the teaching of history topics covered by classes, as well as improving the reading
skills of the children. (For example, ‘Stig of the Dump’ will support the teaching of the Stone
Age in Year 3).
Priorities for future development



To further develop cross-curricular links so that the teaching and learning of History
supports learning in other subjects (for example, by studying Art of the same period,
or dances in PE).
To increase the amount of visits and visitors children experience linked to their
historical learning.

